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As Times Square begins its second century, it faces new challenges. The demands on this singular space are greater than ever, as more and more people want 

to be here. At the same time we need to stay competitive relative to the great cities and places of the world by nurturing the creativity, energy and edge that 

have made Times Square a global icon. Luckily, under the leadership of Mayor Bloomberg, and with the support of City Council Speaker Quinn, Representatives 

Nadler and Maloney, Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer and other elected officials, we are planning for the future. The restoration of Duffy Square is 

well underway, and a major street reconstruction project is funded and in the planning stages.

In anticipation of that project the Alliance, with the support of the Rockefeller Brothers Funds and the J.M. Kaplan Fund, asked a select group of designers to 

help us come up with creative yet practical approaches to our public space problems in Times Square. Their inspiring and creative ideas are presented on the 

following pages using the designers’ own words and images.  We at the Alliance, working with City officials, are now examining these preliminary ideas more 

closely, to see if they lead us, directly or indirectly, to new insights or plans for the “ground floor” of Times Square. At first blush, some proposals are more 

practical and appealing than others. For example, proposals that add significant clutter at or above ground level are problematic, even if they may be creative 

or appropriate for other parts of the district. But most importantly, these ideas have already helped us to form two preliminary topline recommendations and 

four themes that cut across all of the designers’ briefs. They are:

Topline Recommendations: Take advantage of this once-in-a-century reconstruction to (1) implement improvements that reinforce Times Square’s – and New York’s 

– identity as a unique, iconic place, and (2) make the “ground plane” multi-functional so that the pedestrian, vehicular, broadcast and event demands can be 

managed more efficiently.

Core Themes: (1) Create new ways to make the streets and sidewalks multi-functional to address crowding: safely vary street-sidewalk boundaries, make mecha-

nisms for changeovers between vehicular and pedestrian use simple; and adjust sidewalk and street widths based on different flows of demand; (2) Use similar 

materials, colors, and markings for both street and sidewalks, and consider having center islands, streets or sidewalks at the same grade in order to (a) reinforce 

the multi-functional, variable  nature of the sidewalks and streets and (b) send visual signals to drivers, pedestrians and the world that the “bowtie” is a unique 

public space; (3) Create removable elements for broadcasting or events that minimize disruption and cost: customized temporary stages and platforms; multi-

functional poles that “plug” into pre-existing holes (can also help with crowd control and lane closures); and a limited number of pre-wired “plugs” for broadcast 

and power; (4) Create a limited number of distinctive and iconic design elements above ground that reflect the spirit of Times Square, but only if there is a net 

reduction of visual and sidewalk clutter (e.g., excess lightpoles, pay phones) throughout the Square. 

We do not yet know exactly where these explorations will take us. But we know that Times Square is worth both the time and the imagination, and we thank the 

participants for helping us to see it in a new way.

Tim Tompkins

President

Times Square Alliance
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Our scheme is based around a kit 

of parts to support and enhance 

events in Times Square, while also 

improving the daily operating 

conditions. All design elements 

are installed within the roadbed 

so that, other than their markings 

at grade, no permanent structures 

extend above ground. Each team 

has contributed to this kit of parts 

to produce a scheme that includes: 

operable motion structures, 

strong point connections for event 

canopies and power, and a smart 

street roadway stud lighting 

system.




